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Monday, 21 November 2016 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 

Bring Your Own Device Information  
 
As part of your child’s transition from middle school to NT Christian College, they will be 
moving from a shared technology environment to a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) 
environment. What this means is that as part of your child’s enrolment into NT Christian 
College you commit to ensuring that they are equipped with a personal computing device 
that fits the required criteria and is able to be used by them for educational purposes whilst 
at school.  
 
BYOD means that families are able to choose the device that best meets your child’s and 
families needs in terms of power, applications and budget within the general guidelines 
provided by the school. We do understand that providing this device is quite a cost and the 
College will assist with this by way of a one off BYOD rebate for Year 10 students. This 
BYOD rebate of $250 will be applied to the 2017 College fees. 
 
This letter contains information regarding the criteria for devices and some very general 
information regarding some of the options available to families. Please read the 
information carefully and don’t hesitate to contact the college if you require clarification on 
any of the information in the letter.  

Device Criteria  
The computing devices that can be brought to school and used under the BYOD program 
need to fit the following criteria: 
 

 Must be wireless enabled devices that are compatible with international wireless 
standards. 

 Applications must be able to operate in an offline environment. (Therefore no 
Chromebooks) 

 The screen size should be equal to or greater than 9 inches. (Therefore no Phones 
or Phablets) 

 Battery life has a minimum of 8 hours in order to last a full school day without 
charging. There will very limited charging available at school. 

 It should be able to have software uploaded that would allow the NT Christian 
College standard file types to be used, created, modified and stored. 
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Software Criteria 
As we move to a situation of having a range of devices across the College, it becomes 
important that we work to ensure that the material created on a given device can be shared 
and opened by other devices. To facilitate this we are looking to standardise the file types 
that we will work with. This is in line with the NTCET and SACE Board electronic file 
submission guidelines which are as follows: 
 
Image format: An image file in PDF, JPEG, TIFF, or GIF format. 
Video format: A digital video file in MOV, AVI, WMV, MP4, FLV, or SWF format. 
Audio format: A digital audio file in MP3 or WAV format. 
Electronic information files: Word-processed documents, spread sheets, 

presentations, database files, and so on, should be 
submitted in any version that is compatible with 
Microsoft Office up to, and including, Microsoft Office 
2013. 

 
It is important to note that most productivity applications, such as Microsoft Office, Open 
Office and iWork, allow users to export files in the accepted formats. However, it is the 
family’s responsibility to ensure that the device and applications purchased are capable of 
doing this. 
 
Students have access to a free license of Microsoft Office, so this does not need to be 
purchased by families. Microsoft Office can be used on most laptops and tablets devices.  

Some things to consider . . . 
When considering the appropriate device to purchase it is also important to consider a 
number of other things, as well as software and price considerations. Some questions to 
consider include: 

 What is the technical proficiency of the student user? 
It may be best to consider a basic device if the student’s proficiency and interests are 
only basic. 

 Will the device be required for any specialised uses outside of school? 
If the student has a keen interest in photography, a higher end laptop may suit both 
school and home requirements. 

 What is the cost of any peripherals? 
Tablets might require a compatible keyboard if they are being used for a lot of word 
processing. Devices will also require some sort of protection. 

 What is the cost of software? 
Laptop software tends to be more expensive than tablet applications. 

 Can the device be easily carried to, around and from school? 
Students carry most of the equipment with them all day. On the way home from 
school they need to be able to ensure they can monitor and care for devices if they 
stop off somewhere. 

 Can I ensure the safety of the device? 
Bringing devices to school will always pose some risk to the safety of the device and 
consideration should be given to protective equipment. 

 Consider the future subject direction of your child where possible. 



 

 

Some classes such as Music or Graphic Design benefit from particular software 
applications that are easier and cheaper on a particular device. 

 
Asking some of these questions prior to purchase can help ensure that what is bought will 
best meet the needs and budget of both the student and their family. 
 
The College does not support any particular brand of computing devices. However, we do 
suggest that, for the vast majority of students, an iPad, along with the possible addition of a 
bluetooth keyboard, is a proven and very capable device for their senior years of schooling. 
It is our recommended device for students with low to moderate levels of IT competency as 
both students and staff are already familiar with them. 
 
One note on android devices: There is a fast growing range of android tablets available on 
the market and some are priced very competitively. We recommend families strongly 
consider purchasing from larger manufacturers as they generally have better quality 
control and warranty conditions.  
 
We understand that this is both an exciting and potentially daunting process. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact the school with any questions that you may have and we will endeavour 
to assist you. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
 
Joel van Bentum 
Head of College 
 


